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Dear Friends at FPC,
To be a community takes faith and commitment. Is it any wonder that some folks are giving up on
God because they cannot make that commitment to the Body of Christ? It is because of our wonder
for our creator that we are emboldened to step toward and stay with others as a congregation of the
faithful. I give thanks to God for our community.
Edwin Friedman writes of community by saying that our ability to risk and adventure together
depends on love, candor and playfulness. Each passion that we have within our faith community
has an edge to it, as every problem has roots that go beyond our singular wisdom. Working
together as a community of God’s disciples means we are determined to love each other in worship
and in all gatherings. It means we are committed to being honest about what is important to us
individually. It means that we play together in picnics, golfing, retreats, fashion shows, meals
away... We strive to do all of the above at FPC.
Let us continue in our determination to love, our vulnerability in being honest, and our desire to play
together. The world does not diminish our hope: this community is bound for wonderful adventures
of faith.
With thanksgiving, your companion in Christ, Tempe’
“Save the Date” in November:
November 13 10:30 a.m.
Session Retreat at the home of Susan and Tom Fagg. Your session will be working on our 2020
budget.
November 24 10:00 a.m.
Paige Pritchard will be filling our pulpit, while Tempe’ and Curtis travel to New York City to meet
their first grandchild. Paige comes to us through the recommendation of the Rev. Margaret Freeman who is on the staff of First United Methodist Church of Franklin. Margaret writes:
Paige is a retired United Methodist elder who answered the call to ministry later in life. I happened to be the chair of the district committee on Ordained Ministry in Athens, Ga when she
came through. She and her husband Joe moved here several years ago after retirement.
She writes a weekly faith column for the Franklin Press.
November 28 12:00 p.m.
Official start of our big event: the Thanksgiving Community Meal
November 30 9:00 a.m.
“Deck the Halls” of our Chapel. Let us prepare for the season with ornaments, candles, greenery,
cider and Christmas carol music. The Vinsons will once again be donating a live Christmas tree.
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As usual our Presbyterian Men stood for our veterans at a local festival. They stayed through the rainy
Pumpkinfest to raise money for those who are homeless.

Melissa McClure

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Mission: Growing in Faith
Our next Sunday School DVD series is “Goliath Must Fall” by Louie Giglio. In this 6 week study,
Pastor Giglio uncovers a new-found twist in the story of David and Goliath. He shows how living
free from our giants is not better slingshot accuracy but keeping our eyes on the only giantslayer: Jesus. Put your hope in him and watch Goliath fall. Doris Jelley will lead the first 3 sessions and Melissa McClure will lead the last 3 sessions. We meet at 9:00 am in Tartan Hall on
Sunday mornings prior to worship service.
This series will continue from November 3rd through December 8th, 2019.
Pastor Browder reports his “Coping with Grief” sessions have gone well. He plans to do another
program later on, possibly on Depression.
In our bible study class, we are studying 1 Samuel and will continue for several weeks. We read
chapters of the bible followed by lively discussion. Our class meets in M2 on Fridays at noon and
is led by Melissa McClure.
Tempe’ will be taking our children to see “The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” as performed by the
Overlook Players. The play has a wonderful message
. of compassion.
We encourage anyone who wants to learn more of our programs to attend any one they may be
interested in. They are provided for enjoyment and spiritual growth.
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Linda Keenum
CONGREGATIONAL CARE AND OUTREACH
Our mission: To share God’s love. “Let all that you do be done in love.” Hebrews 13:1
Our “Fall” homebound visits were split up into two days this year in an effort to accommodate requests made by the homebound. We visited Cheera, Jeanette, Nancy Callahan, Marlene Jacobs,
Pat Callahan and Lionel & Casey on October 15th. They certainly seem to appreciate the candy
and other sweets in their bags!! We love seeing the smiles on their faces when we walk into their
residences.
Our committee has scheduled visits for Oct. 22nd to our remaining homebound folks, Charlene Justice, Nancy Hicks, Judy Gray, Pete Joiner and Martha Rainer. We look forward to fun times with
them. I am sad to say that Betty Moore passed away and we will miss our visits with her. Betty
was a sweet lady who always had entertaining stories to tell about her children and grandchildren.
Additionally, she was an amazing weaver, an avid gardener, and had a passion for watching the
birds on the feeder on her deck. Our team will all miss her deeply and we will remember her smile.
Keep the Winter Wonderland event on your calendars for the Saturdays of November 30th and December 7th. This is a wonderful time to share the Holiday spirit with our community, neighbors and
friends. We provide free hot chocolate on Main Street from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm to help bring in the
most favorite time of the year celebrating the birth of Jesus. We still need enthusiastic volunteers
to help serve the free hot chocolate to Franklin residents and visitors. According to Proverbs 18:16
“A man’s gift makes room for him and brings him before the great.” Please contact Linda Keenum
if you can help.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Pat Mesta
The PW Annual Luncheon was a huge success raising $2,988.00 to support the needs of our local
community and women’s projects globally. Fun was had by all and we will let everyone know
which organizations will receive our donations.

Images from the annual luncheon: auction items, a table setting and enthusiastic participants.
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The Presbyterian Men were on hand to prepare and serve the food for the Presbyterian Women's luncheon.

The first PW retreat held in Southside, AL on Neely Henry Lake was enjoyed by all who attended
from Oct. 6th-10th. The food, prepared by the staff at Sunset Inn was excellent and timely. We had
eleven attendees. Melissa McClure provided us with a lesson every morning dealing with the
book of Ruth and in addition Tempe’ provided music and thoughts to inspire us. Walks, sleeping
or reading by the pool deck, playing games, and sewing gave everyone relaxing moments which
were well deserved after the hard work of the PW Luncheon. We learned more about each other
and how well we work together. One other feature was a beautiful boat ride to witness gorgeous
scenery and a beautiful sunset provided by our Lord. We hope more of our Presbyterian Women
will be able to join us next year.

Snacks for the Community Medical Team will be delivered on the first Monday of November.
Emails or texts will remind the volunteers.
Hope all of you have a lovely fall! Thanksgiving is coming, and we have so much to be grateful
for!
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N ancy Browder
MISSION AND SERVICE
WRAPPING UP AND MOVING ON
First, to wrap up some loose ends, the Veterans Stand Down that occurred last month
served the largest population of Western NC veterans since its inception. For specific services,
the event was able to offer much needed dental evaluations and care to about 3 times as many
vets as 2018. We thank you for the “Dollars” that contributed to this success. We'll report soon
on our “Dollars” for Annunciation House. Finally, our October 13 celebration of FPC's spirit of
service was a big success. About 60 folks enjoyed the Italian feast of antipasto, spaghetti and all
the trimmings. Mission and Service thanks attendees for their donations ($300+) toward our
Guatemala scholarship program.
For November and December our “Dollars” will go to support the “Night to Shine” event
(February, 2020) sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation and hosted here in Franklin by
Cartoogechaye Baptist Church. This event for “special needs” folks 14 and older is a magical
prom-like event with all the trappings of formal attire, limo transportation to a beautifully decorated
venue for dining and dancing, and so much more. Our event in Franklin is one of over 600 that
will occur around the U.S. and in several other countries as well. Those of you who have followed press coverage of our local event have some appreciation for how much work goes into it
and how much support the host church requires. In addition to our “dollars,” we're particularly eager to give the congregation an idea of the many opportunities for volunteer support. Do you
have a gown or tux you no longer wear and would like to donate? Would you like to attend the
event as a “buddy” (helper/ companion) for a guest? Our October 27 “Minute for Mission” focused on these opportunities, and Patsy Clinton or Nancy Browder can provide more information.
Finally, a personal testimonial from my neighbor, Carol Shelton, who volunteered at this year's
“Night to Shine.” She was a “buddy.” Her opinion: “I can't remember the last time I had so much
fun!!”
Finally, November and December bring the Community Thanksgiving Dinner and the holiday fundraising concert for Care Net. Watch this space, bulletins and other announcements for
information about how you can help make both events even more successful this year. For starters, we need lots of homemade desserts for Thanksgiving. For the concert on December 8th, we
love donations of holiday cookies from our excellent bakers. Even more important is your presence. Come, bring your friends and neighbors, enjoy the wonderful entertainment, and help feed
the hungry in Macon County.

Dear First Presbyterian Family,
Thank you for making our baby quilt! The personal touch was really thoughtful & we will get a lot
of use out of it for years to come. We are getting excited to meet our little girl & will send pictures
of her all cozy in her blanket.
All the Best,
Calee & Pete Wylies
(Tempe’ and Curtis’ daughter writing in thanks for the baby quilt crafted by Pat Mesta)
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The Men's group took a day trip to the Asheville- Buncombe Community Christian Ministry
(ABCCM) to tour the Veterans Restoration Quarters, (VRQ), which we support, and also toured
Transformation Village which is under construction (phase 1). Transformation Village is ABCCM' s
vision to assist single women, moms with children, and ladies of the armed services who are experiencing homelessness to heal and develop life and employment skills for a bright future. This
10 million dollar project has received no funds from National, State, or local governments, yet is
within 1.2 million dollars of being paid off.
We were also invited to the "Tables of Faith" dinner at the VRQ. This was a 4-course meal prepared by the Veterans who are taking the culinary course at the VRQ to prepare them for jobs at
area restaurants. At the dinner we were presented with a Certificate of Appreciation for our dedication and exceptional support to ABCCM in support of the Veterans and their families in North
Carolina.
We will have a guest speaker at our November monthly meeting. Lyn Lazar is the chair of the
Veterans council of western North Carolina and on the board for the Blue Ridge Honor
Flights. Both are volunteer organizations. Lyn will speak to us about those organizations. Her
talk is open to all members of the congregation and it will be on November 4 at 7:00 pm in
Tartan Hall.
Our last fundraising event of 2019 to help homeless Veterans was a booth at Pumpkinfest. Although it was a very cool morning and began raining a few minutes after 11:00 am, it did not
dampen the spirit of the nine men manning the booth. We were joined in our collection efforts in
the morning by Jessica Rice and in the afternoon by Christy Shortridge, both with the ABCCM Call
Center in Asheville. In spite of the weather, thanks to everyone’s effort, we were pleasantly surprised with a collection of $1,200.00 to help homeless veterans.
Men's monthly meeting
Monday
November 4

7:00 pm

Tartan Hall

Men's breakfast
Saturday
November 9

8:00 am

Franklin Cafe

Men's lunch schedule
Wednesday
November 6
Wednesday
November 13
Wednesday
November 20
Wednesday
November 27

11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Kountry Kitchen
Valley Cafe
Haywood Smokehouse
Frogtown Market

FPC’s Presbyterian Men’s Group touring Transformation House in Asheville

THE FIRST WORD

PAGE 8

MAR K YOUR CALEND AR

SERVING FPC THIS MONTH
Opening/Closing the Building This Month
Lew Mesta
Lay Readers
November 3rd
November 10th
November 17th
November 24th

Melissa McClure
Nancy Bowder
Gail Lehman
Doris Munday

REMEMBERING OUR SPECIAL
DAYS
Novembers Birthdays
November 1st
November 6th
November 9th
November 11th
November 13th
November 14th
November 15th
November 17th
November 18th

Sue Roberts
Madison “MADDY” Shook
Lorraine Blair Fuller
Gwen Shaffer
Ernest Wilson
Fay Potts
Lew Mesta
Jake Blake
Rusty Renfroe
Charleen Krubbe
Kathy Danz
Sara Jane Dozier
Doris Jelley
Royce Browder
Pete Joiner

Child Care Saints
November 3rd
Sandy Geary, Jan Stevens
& Brenda Kraft
November 10th
Cecilia & Griff Morgan
November 17th
Melissa McClure, Brenda Kraft
& Pam Davis
November 23rd
November 24th
Sandy Geary, Jan Stevens
November 24th
& Linda Keenum
November 26th
November 27th
Greeter/Parking Lot Attendant
November 3rd
Tom Flagg & Steve Davis
November 10th
Neal Keenum & Barry Clinton
Novembers Anniversaries
November 17th
Ned Kraft & Jeff Stevens
November 24th

Jim Geary & John Duncan

Counters
November 3rd
November 10th

Lew Mesta & Jeff Stevens
Clyde Genter & Susan Fagg

November 17th
November 24th

Anne Blake & Ron Hill
Judy Comer & Tom Fagg

November 7th Debbie & David Hartsfield
November 11th Geneese Gottschalk &
Bill Hoehn
November 24th Tom & Susan Fagg
November 28th Ed & Charleen Kruebbe
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC

On Sunday, November 24th, we will raise up our harvest to our Creator in worship. We invite any
who can contribute gourds, pumpkins and fall vegetables to our Communion Table for that Sunday.
Please bring those to worship to place on our table. You can take your items home after the service. Any edible vegetables that are not claimed on after worship, will be donated to Care Net for
food preparation. Any decorative items that are not claimed will be used in décor for our Thanksgiving Meal.
Thirty Days ‘Til… Advent!!!
Advent “is a time of anticipation, expectation, an electric buzz in the air that reminds us that something great is afoot.” (Clare Brauer-Rieke, on her Interfaith Power and Light blog).
Each Sunday in December, we will build on that anticipation as we focus in liturgy and worship on
the Anthem, “The Hope of Your Coming.” The Choir will lead us through the season with this piece
that includes the entire congregation.
We will decorate the Chapel on Saturday, November 30th at 9:00 am. We invite all to give the sanctuary a feel of evergreen traditions by joining in with the decorating. There will be hot cider and
Christmas music to lead us toward the coming of the Christ Child.

Chapel or Sanctuary?
We are now worshipping every Sunday in our airy, historic Chapel.
On the first Sunday of every month we move to the sanctuary to enjoy the extra space for the
serving of communion and the sounds of our beautiful piano and organ. The one exception will
be December 1st, when we will be enjoying the first Sunday of Advent with our live Chapel
Christmas Tree. The worship location is always supported by signs on our church grounds. We
will in the Chapel until Communion is served in the sanctuary on New Year’s Sunday (Jan. 5 th).

Lew Mesta

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP
Our Oﬀerings (through 10.20.19)
Weekly Goal
Weekly Actual
$3427
$2890
YTD Goal
YTD Actual
$141,711
$136,488
Attendance (10.20.19): 83

Scenes from our last Thanksgiving Meal
Tithe of TREASURE
I estimate my giving for 2020 will be a total of $__________________
I will give:

Weekly
Quarterly

Monthly
Annually

Your Name
_________________________________________________
It is “Harvest Season.” If you did not have time to fill out these tithing forms - Please complete and
bring to office. Tithes of treasure are only seen by our church treasurer.

Property
____ Help with Routine Maintenance
____ Help with lawn care and landscaping
Help with:
____
painting
____
carpentry
____
minor plumbing
____
minor electrical
____
clean-up day
Mission and Service (M&S)
Considering your gifts,
talents and resources, check off
ways that you can
contribute to the work of God in
Christ, to make his presence known
in this town through FPC…
Christian Education (CE)
____
____
____
____
____

Teach or lead classes and studies
Attend classes and studies
th
Set-up/clean-up for 5 Sunday Breakfast
Provide food for CE programs
Help review materials for class use

Congregational Care and Outreach (CC&)
____ Visit our housebound with a group
from FPC
____ Check in on someone who lives alone
____ Prepare food, or send cards of care
____ Provide transportation for appointments,
food, and necessities
____ Help serve hot chocolate at Winter
Wonderland
Finance
____ Be an offering counter after worship
____ Join the team to assist with finance,
budget, insurance or on-line options
____ Assist with auditing our books
Thanksgiving Day
Assist in the following way:
___________________________________

____ Serve on our team with ideas for $
offering
____ Help at Care Net, Reach or another
compassionate non-profit
____ Go on a Mission Trip (USA, Malawi
or Guatemala)
____ Make a Basket for the BMCH Fall Festival
____ Sponsor an animal through Heiffer
International
Worship and Music (W&M)
____ Help with worship displays (Liturgical
Arts Task Force)
____ Offer your gifts of lay reading, drama,
voice and/or instrument
____ Help in the office with the bulletin and
worship preparations
____ Assist with sanctuary/chapel
preparations

Life is a gift, and it offers us
the privilege, opportunity, and
responsibility to give something back by becoming more.
-Tony Robbins

I Corinthians 12:5,6
There are different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is the same
God at work.

COME T OGET HE R IN
P RAYER
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