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The First Word 
A publication of First Presbyterian Church 

 
. . .growing in Faith, . . .serving with Hope, 

 . . .sharing God’s Love 

 

A Word from Our Pastor 
 

Dear Family and Friends of FPC, 

Advent is a bittersweet melding of the expectation of the Second Coming of Christ and 

the anticipation of the birth of the Christ child. It reminds me of waiting with my daugh-

ter (Salem) for the birth of our first grandchild. On her expected birthdate, Salem  and 

her husband went to the Doctors and learned that day was not THE day, but all was 

progressing normally. Salem texted me after her appointment: 

            Trying not to get TOOO excited… How ironic to be excited for labor. 

It seems that it is ironic to be excited about this season. There are dark prophecies 

about the Second Coming of Christ, and we sense we are too old to be excited about 

Christmas. Yet, in December we step into a month where we live together in the hope 

of the reign of God where there will be no tears and The city does not need the sun or 

the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God will be its light. In the season of Advent we 

prepare for the celebration of Christmas that makes the elderly sing and the Grinches 

wrap presents. 

We trust that as you  enjoy the sights and sounds of our Chapel Christmas you will re-

ceive not only your stockings re-filled but your hope re-filled as well.  

In Christ,  

Tempe’ 

 
 

 



A Note from Anne Tauber 

Save the date!   
 
Our CareNet Benefit Concert will be the second Sunday, December 8, due to 
Thanksgiving falling the week before the first Sunday.  We have several special 
treats lined up for this concert, including The Dietz Family.  Remember the 
amazing yodeling done by Ella Ledford?  You will get to hear her again. 
 
The Internationally Renowned Onion Mountain Quartet, named by the infamous 
John Brunner, will be singing.  As usual, there will be some comedy to entertain 
you.  Hopefully we will continue the tradition of raising significant funds to help 
those whom God has called us to serve.   
 
Soli deo gloria!    Anne 

Thank you so much for all the lovely, cards, messages, gifts and 

money tree. Please see the cards on my door. I have read 

through your words of encouragement several times.  I am saving 

the cash to use as expense money on our trip to see our new 

granddaughter in N.Y.C. 

I love fruit pies and the whipped topping. Your Pastor Apprecia-

tion is pure whipped cream on a good thing. I am so thankful to 

pastor at First Presbyterian Church PCUSA of Franklin. Your 

thanks is an incredible taste of grace.  

  Thank you for your presence in my life. –Tempe’ 





 
Our Christian education programs are designed to facilitate spiritual growth for 

our congregation, as our motto is “Grow in Faith”.   We welcome everyone who 

wants to attend our sessions. 

 

Our Sunday school lessons for December will be an advent study on the DVD 

series “Because of Bethlehem” by Max Lucado.  In this 4-session study, Max 

will explore how the one who made everything chose to make himself nothing 

and come into our world.    Jesus was completely and genuinely human, experi-

encing hunger and thirst and going through the stages of human development.  

Jesus’s birth gives us the promise that God is always near us, always for us, 

and always within us- and that we no longer need to have marks on our record.  

Melissa McClure will lead the sessions of this study.  
 

 
The Bible study class is studying the Book of 1 Samuel.  Melissa McClure leads 

the class and we have chapter readings as well as lively discussion.  We contin-

ue to meet in M2 on Fridays at noon and welcome anyone who would like to at-

tend and study the Old and New Testaments.  Some people come early with 

their lunch and enjoy companionship prior to class. 

 
December 29

th
 will be our fifth Sunday breakfast.  The CE team provides a light 

breakfast for anyone that wants to attend prior to worship service.  We meet at 
9:00 am in Tartan Hall. 

 
 

Christian Education  
 

Melissa McClure 



 

Our mission: To share God’s love. “Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 

in them.” Hebrews 13:1 

 

We are looking forward to our “Christmas” homebound visits on Dec. 17
th
.  We 

will be sharing the holiday season with Cheera Roadarmel, Jeanette Poff, Mar-

lene Jacobs, Pat Callahan, Nancy Hicks, Charlene Justice, Judy Gray and Li-

onel & Casey.  Kathy and Ruth have come up with some cute ideas for gift bags 

to bring smiles and joy to their faces. 

  

We want to give a huge thank you and appreciation to Susan Blaydes for mak-

ing the Bread of Love for visitor gift bags for seven years! It was time for others 

to step up and take this responsibility and have found two volunteers. 

 

We are hoping for beautiful weather and a great turnout for Winter Wonderland.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who serve the hot chocolate. 

 

January’s Word will have all the news and photos of all our events in November 

and December. 

 

Debby Heckeler has done a great job on our new website and hopefully every-

one has checked it out.  It is www.fpcwnc.org. 

 

 

 

Congregational Care & Outreach 
 

Linda Keenum 



  

 Presbyterian Women had a busy November, and we’re equally busy in 

December! All Presbyterian Women are invited to participate in all our activi-

ties! 

 Our mission project of providing snacks for the medical staff at the clinic 
will take place on Monday, Dec. 2.   
 
Volunteers are  
Sandwiches – Jan Stevens;  
Vegetables – Sandy Geary;  
Fruit –Gail Lehman.   
 
We will fix  the container at 10:00am in the kitchen.  Then it will be delivered at 
5:00 to the Health Department by Pat Mesta.  We can always use donations of 
granola bars and bottled water, which you can bring to our regular meetings or 
to the back room in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 On Tuesday, Dec. 10, (our regular meeting date), we will meet in the 
parking lot at 11:30.  Barbara McInnes and Fay Parker will host us for a Christ-
mas Party.  We need to bring a side dish (salad, vegetable, or dessert).  Also, 
bring a swap gift that’s wrapped and costs between $10-15.  To support the 
Mission and Service Committee and provide for Union Academy, we will collect 
money to purchase coats for students who need them!   
 
 We will have our regular meeting on the second Tuesday of January at 
2:00.  We’ll study Chapter 3, and still need a leader for our discussion. Tempe 
Fussell will prepare devotions and Linda Keenum will provide our snack. 
 
On Saturday, Feb. 8, we will host the Executive Staff of the Western North Car-
olina Presbyterian Women.  They will use Room M-2, and will preview our facil-
ity in preparation for the April conference.  We will be asking for volunteers to 
help with a light breakfast and luncheon for about 12 people. 

 Presbyterian Women 
Pat Mesta 



Presbyterian Men  
Ned Kraft 

 Presbyterian Women, continued…. 
 
 Please mark your calendars for Friday and Saturday, April 17 and 18.  
We will set-up and prepare food for the Western North Carolina Presbyterian 
Women’s Spring Conference.  We’ll use a similar format and menu from our 
Fall Thank You Luncheon.  We anticipate hosting about 100 attendees.  
 
 Thank you for all your support and help in all our activities.   

The end of another year is fast approaching.  The Presbyterian men have partic-
ipated in a variety of activities this past year.  Our mission to help homeless vet-
erans in western North Carolina is still going strong. Thanks to members of our  
congregation, the community, and visitors to Macon county, we were able to 
make a donation of $9,000 to the Veterans Restoration Quarters to help home-
less Veterans in Western North Carolina and especially in Macon County. 
  

We would like to see more men from the church get involved in the Men's 
Group.  Whether it's going to Wednesday lunch, second Saturday breakfast 
and/or getting involved in our other activities, you are all welcome.  Together we 
can Grow in Faith, Serve with Hope, and Share Gods Love. 

Men's monthly meeting 

Monday             December   2     7:00 pm     Tartan Hall 

Men's Breakfast    

Saturday           December 14     8:00 am     Franklin Cafe 

Men's lunch schedule 

Wednesday       December   4    11:30 am    Frogtown Market 

Wednesday       December  11   11:30 am    Cupboard cafe- Dillard, GA 

Wednesday       December  18   11:30 am    Fat Buddies BBQ 

Wednesday       December  25  no lunch - Merry Christmas 



 

Thank you to everyone who helped in the renovation of Fellowship Hall. With a 

special thank you to Neal and Linda Keenum who continued to work tirelessly 

after the majority of the work was done taking care of those small details that 

mean so much.  

Front row- L to R.   Al Griseck, Royce Browder, Ned Kraft, Brandon Wilson- Managing 
Director ABCCM-Veterans Services of the Carolinas, Joe Boyd, Russ Rankin. Back 
row- L to R   Gary Shields- Macon County Commissioner, Jeff Stevens, Lew Mesta, 
Tom Fagg, Jim Geary, Ray Heckeler, Neal Keenum.   

Presbyterian Men presented a check to Brandon Wilson in the amount of $9000 

to be used to help homeless Veterans in Western North Carolina including 

 Macon County  

Property Team 

DAVID KEYS 



First Presbyterian Church Memorial Garden 

 

FPC has a small historic cemetery located on the north side of White Oak St. 
Many years ago it was the church’s “burying ground.” In grounds burials are no 
longer permitted within town limits.  

However, FPC has a columbarium there that is in use. The columbarium is a 
granite structure for the repository of the cremains of those people who choose 
to be cremated. It is for the use of anyone in the community who purchases a 
niche and follows a few basic guidelines.  The cost of a niche is $1000 and can 
hold the cremains of two people. Opening and closing the niche, installation of 
the nameplates and perpetual maintenance are all included in the cost. The 
bronze nameplates are not included but FPC can help arrange for the purchase 
of the nameplates. Purchases of a niche may be arranged by contacting the 
Church office.  

The property is being developed as a garden. Trees and shrubs are added as 
funds become available. This has resulted in a gradual changing appearance 
each year. Donations may be made to the committee as memorials for land-
scaping and improvements for the garden.  Donations may be made for specific 
purposes in consultation with the committee. Donations should be specifically 
noted to be for the “Memorial Garden.”  

If additional information regarding the columbarium or memorials is required, 
please contact Roger Beattie 828 369-2015 



 
 

DECEMBER NEWS FROM MISSION AND SERVICE 
 

 First on our agenda for this month is the annual holiday concert to benefit 
Care Net.  We invite cookie bakers to contribute to our punch and cookie recep-
tion.  As usual, Anne and Beverly Barnett have put together a wonderful musical 
program to begin the Christmas season.  We especially encourage every mem-
ber and friend of the congregation to attend on Sunday, the 8

th
 at 3 pm.  Invite 

your friends and neighbors to enjoy the music, and to take advantage of this op-
portunity to generously support Care Net's mission to feed the hungry in Macon 
County. 
 
 We'll help Macon Program for Progress and the Union School provide 
gifts for needy recipients with our Giving Tree.  Each ornament gift tag contains 
a “wish” from one of our designated recipients (along with age, sex, etc., when 
appropriate). We invite everyone to take a tag and return your wrapped gift (with 
the tag) to the church by December 8. 
 
 Later in the month (December 29 in a special “Minute for Mission”), we'll 
talk about one of the tough issues our team confronts.  Periodically, through the 
community's Healthy Neighbors Network, we and other churches and non-
profits are asked to help meet urgent needs –for example, a 3-person family 
(one employed) in a home with no heat or running water.   We have limited 
numbers of Macon Transit passes and gas cards available through our Emer-
gency Relief Fund.  But what about the “no heat or running water” case?  On 
the December 29 we'll start a discussion of urgent needs.  Should we try to 
help? If “yes,” how?  Though we'll use our January and February “dollars” for 
this urgent needs purpose, our main objective is to raise congregational aware-
ness of the issue.  We hope increased awareness will lead to congregational 
input about how your Mission and Service team should handle these difficult sit-
uations.        
    

Mission and Service 

Geneese Gottschalk 



The Christmas giving tree is ready!  Located in the hall outside M2 we have gift 

tags with suggested gifts listed.  The names are from MPP and Union 

School.  We can help these folks (children and elderly) have a merrier Christ-

mas!   

You will find tags for Christmas Gifts in three parts:  

1.  A gift tag for the individual to be returned on the wrapped gift; 

2. Information about each recipient;   

3. A small number tag to be placed in the container beside the tree.   

The gifts should be returned by Dec 8th. Thanks for helping provide a Merry 
Christmas for our neighbors 



 
 

 

December Worship at FPC 

Dec. 1    Hanging of the Greens 
As part of worship, bring in the poinsettias, 

the greens and place the Chrismons on  
our live tree. 

 

Dec. 8  Christmas CareNet Concert 
Please see our article on page 2 

sharing more about our 2019 
benefit concert. 

 

Week of December 15 
Sign up (in the hall way) for Christmas caroling 

to our members and neighbors  
(at the local rest homes.) 

 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion (5:30 pm) 

Hear the story and share the gift of Christ  
with carols and candlelight. 

 

Dec. 29 Christmas Continues 
Dr. Royce Browder will be our guest pastor in 
this worship reminder of the Christmas good 

news. 
Also this 5th Sunday we will take up our Nick-

els Offering for local, 
Regional, and national 

food distribution agencies. 

 



 
 The Gift of Poinsettias 

 

In November, we provided the opportunity to sign up for remembering those you love 

through the gift of a Poinsettia for the Advent/Christmas season. The Poinsettia gifts 

will be mentioned in our bulletin through December  22nd. 

Poinsettias can be taken home by donors on the 22nd. Any not picked up that day will 

be used in our Christmas Eve Service and can be picked up after that (if you choose). 

  

               “ The Hope of Your Coming”* 

The Choir will be leading us in a piece featuring choir, congregation and narration 

throughout Advent.  

 

The congregational part has these lyrics: 

 

May the hope of Your coming  

guide us from the dark. 

May  the peace of  Your promise  

rest upon our heart. 

May the joy of Your presence  

glow throughout the night.  

May the love, Your deep love,  

fill this room, fill this room with light. 

  

 

 

*words and music by Ruth Elaine Schram and  

                     Aren Newell Williams 

Worship & Music  



Serving First Presbyterian Church This Month 
 
 
Lay Readers: 
Dec. 1st:      Jim McInnes  
Dec. 8th:      Doris Jelley 
Dec. 15th:    Geneese Gottschalk  
Dec. 22rd:    Gail Lehman 
Dec. 29th:    Nancy Browder 
 
Child Care Saints: 
Dec. 1st:      Cecilia & Griff 
Dec. 8th:      Melissa, Brenda & Pam   
Dec. 15th:    Sandy, Jan & Brenda 
Dec. 22rd:    Cecilia & Griff 
Dec. 29th:    Melissa, Brenda & Pam   
 
Greeter/Parking Lot 
Dec. 1st:       Neal Keenum &  
                     Ray Heckeler 
Dec. 8th:       Ned Kraft & Steve Davis   
Dec. 15th:    Jim Geary & Jeff Stevens 
Dec. 22rd:    Jim McInnes &  
                    Barry Clinton 
Dec. 29th:     Lew Mesta & John Duncan  
 
Counters: 
Dec. 1st:      Pat Mesta & Ray Heckeler  
Dec. 8th:      Tom Fagg & Lew Mesta 
Dec. 15th:    Brenda Kraft & Anne Blake    
Dec. 22rd:    Gail Barrett &  Clyde Genter  
Dec. 29th:    Jan Stevens & Judy Comer 

Our Offerings (through 11.17.19) 

Weekly Goal 

$3427 

Weekly Actual 

$2270 

YTD Goal  

$157,411 

YTD Actual 

$146,481 

Attendance (11.17.19): 75 



 December Birthdays 

4th       Joe Shook 
6th       Lael Wilson 
9th       Ryan Key 
11th     Beverly Linton 
12th     Casey O’Connor 
13th     Charlie Smith 
15th     Jeff Stevens 
16th     Clay Vinson 
21st     Susan Levesque 
28th     John Thomas Vinson 

December Anniversaries 

26—Jack & Ann Blake 
30—Lionel Caynon &  

Casey O’Connor 

COME  

TOGETHER IN PRAYER 

Martha Rainer 

Melanie Sandiford 

Susanna Jelley 

The Palmer Family 

David Key’s Neice,  Emily 

The Duncan/Schiffhaeur Family 

Judy Comer 

Sue and Pete Joiner 

Blake Shook (and Family) 

Cameron McCowan 

Suzanne McCauley 

The Kruebbes 

Nancy Hicks 

Jan Sharp 

Linda Ely (Friend of the Keenum’s) 

Tempe’ & Curtis’ new granddaughter 

 

 

Our family in Care Facilities 

Pat Callahan 

Marlene Jacobs 

Jack Kemp 

Cheera Roadarmel 

Charlene Justice 

Jeanette Poff 
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