
A Service for the Worship of God at First Presbyterian Church 
November 27, 2022    Week One of Advent: Hope 

Building Community 
Prelude     “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  Glory be to God               #93 

Pouring the Waters of our Baptism: a reminder that we are baptized children of God** 
Bring forward our food goods to “decorate” the Christmas Tree 

Hanging of the Wreaths 
*Call to Worship                          Lay Reader: Jim McInnes 

By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness  
and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace           
and to grow in Faith, serve with Hope, share God’s Love.** 

 
Processional Hymn  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                     #88 

Hanging of the Greens in anticipation of the Coming Lord 
 
Advent Prayer for Preparation and Pardon 

When the skies grow dark and buildings fall, then hear us: 
have mercy on us, Lord. 
When the earth shakes to bring the future to birth, then hear us: 
have mercy on us, Lord. 
When we take our stand to witness to your truth, 
when our people are arrested and betrayed, then hear us: 
have mercy on us, Lord. 
When the sun is darkened and the moon fails to give us light, 
and when the stars fall from the sky, then hear us: 
have mercy on us, Lord. 
When you come in your great power and glory with your angels from heaven: 
Then, Lord, gather us from the four winds— 
from the ends of the earth, to be with you for ever and ever. Amen. 

Assurances of Forgiveness                    #143 
All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising To th’eternal Three in One. 

                                                
Lighting the First Advent Candle  Nancy and Royce Browder                The Candle of Hope 
 
Prayer for Illumination and Texts of Advent             Luke 12:35-40 and Matthew 24:40-44 

The Text Illustrated                           Melissa McClure 
 
Special Music  “The People Who Walked in Darkness”/ “Awake! Awake,”  Glory be to God   #86/#107 
 
Sermon  “It’s Time”                           the Rev. Tempe’ Fussell 
 
Affirmation of Faith                  from “A Declaration of Faith” 

We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory  
over the powers that deform and destroy human life. His lordship is hidden.  
The world appears to be dominated by people and systems that do not acknowledge his 
rule. But his lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of all 
lesser lords who threaten us. We maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus 
Christ in every sphere of life. Jesus is ‘Lord' He has been Lord from the beginning.  
He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord. 

      
Prayer of Commissioning ending with the Lord’s Prayer                     Russ Rankin                                                                                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  
Worship with Tithes and Offerings 

Single dollars will aid (a) desperate need(s) in our sister village of Guatemala 
All other offerings will contribute to FPC’s witness in the community. 

Offertory “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”   Glory be to God               #83 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above the Heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.                          

 
*Closing Hymn “Morning Has Broken”                   #664 
*Charge/Choral Benediction      Elder, Joe Fortunato         “Alleluia“                                                    #240 
              He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of  
                    his righteousness and wonders of his love, and heaven and nature sing,  
            and wonders of his love, heaven and nature sing, and wonders, wonders  of his love   
  
Postlude “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”   Glory be to God               #96   
                Frank Armato, Church Musician 



 Dollars for Mission 
On Nov. 30 to Dec. 9, Tempe’ and Gail Lehman 
will make a mission trip to visit our mission 
partner in Guatemala. The November Dollars for 
Mission collection will provide funds to respond 
to needs of poverty within the community of 
Camino a Canaan, our partner Presbyterian 
church in Guatemala. Through January 1 we will 
be filling our CareNet Christmas Tree with non-
perishable items. Hygiene goods are also 
needed. Our Dollars for Mission from December 
through February will be used to assist in utility 
bills through New Beginnings. 
Next Sunday 
Dr Royce Browder will be preaching. All three of 
our retired pastors are available to assist with 
the Lord’s Supper.  Also at 3:00 p.m. is our 
CareNet Concert for the community, highlighting 
the talents of our Church Musician, Frank 
Armato. 

 
                                                           
                                                                 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Weekly Offering 11/20           Weekly Needs 

       $     TBD         $    3,125.15 

          YTD Totals                        YTD Needs 

       $     TBD       $146,882.05 

Keeping Close 
 

Save the Date: The Presbyterian Women are 
hosting this year’s Christmas Party on Tues., 
Dec. 13 at the home of Barbara McInnes. All 
will meet at the church at 11:30 a.m. for 
transportation to her home.   

 
Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve Service 
will be at 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Christmas 
Day service will be in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. 
Dress comfortably and ‘Christmassy’ (there will 
be a photo and hot drinks!) 
 

Happy Birthday 
to: Joe Shook, 12/4 
 
 

We thank God 
for you! 

THIS WEEK AT FPC 
Sunday, Nov 27  
  9:00 a.m. Sunday School (FH) Doris 
Munday, “Advent I”                           
10:00 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)  

Monday, Nov 28 
  9:00 a.m. Exercise Class (FH) 
10:00 a.m. Yoga Class (FH) 

Tuesday, Nov 29 
  7:00 p.m. Arts Council (Chapel) “Fiddler” 

Wednesday, Nov 30 
  4:00 p.m. Choir (Sanctuary) 

Thursday, Dec 1 
  9:00 a.m. LifeLine Screening (TH) 
  9:00 a.m. Exercise Class (FH) 
10:00 a.m. Yoga Class (FH) 

Friday, Dec 2 
12:30 p.m. Bible Study (M2) Melissa McClure 

Saturday, Dec 3 
 Set up Tartan Hall for Cookie Reception 

Sunday, Dec 4 
   9:00 a.m. Sunday School (FH) Susan 

Blaydes 

 10:00 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary) 
w/Communion, Dr. Royce Browder, guest 
preacher 
  3:00 p.m. CareNet Concert (Sanctuary) 
 

                  
                                 

 
Cookie Donations for CareNet Concert 

Please bring all cookies on Sunday 
morning, Dec. 4 so we have time to 

arrange platters for the refreshment 
tables. Thank you for all your help! 

Christmas with Fiddler ‘Finn 
Magill’ at FPC on Nov 29 at 
7 p.m. Listen to beloved 
Christmas tunes and Celtic 
selections in our Chapel. 


